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This year’s Wellesley ABC Idol Contest will be held in 4 rounds 

1.  Tryouts:  Sunday, June 12, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wellesley Community Centre 

2.  Elimination Round:  Sunday, August 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wellesley Community Centre. 

  3.  Semi‐Finals:  Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wellesley North‐Easthope Fall Fair 

  4.  Finals:  Saturday, September 24, 2011 at the Wellesley Apple Butter and Cheese Festival  

http://wellesleyabcfestival.ca 

YOU CAN WIN! 

$500 1st Prize 

$300 2nd Prize 

$200 3rd Prize 

$125 People’s Choice Award 

 

WHO CAN ENTER? 
Youth 12 – 18 years of age (as of September 1, 2010) who live and/or attend school in Wilmot, 

Woolwich, Wellesley and Perth East Townships are eligible to enter.  Respond quickly – only the first 16 

applications received will be accepted this year.   Please contact Wendy at 519‐656‐2961, 

wrichardson@cwisp.ca or Kathy at 519‐656‐3212, k.glasser@hotmail.com for an application form and 

complete contest details. 

THE CONTEST 
Contestants are asked to prepare a total of 5 different songs; 4 accompanied and 1 a 

cappella.  As they will perform a total of 6 songs, one song can be repeated at the Final 

competition at the ABC Festival. 
 

 

Vote for your favorite contestant at the Semi‐

Finals (Wellesley North‐Easthope Fall Fair).  He 

or she could win the People’s Choice Award! 

by Julia Pilecki

The Wilmot-Wellesley Dairy Club 
met again on Tuesday May 17th 
@ 7:30 pm.  A group of 14 met at 

the Holstein farm owned by Ken & Marie 
McNabb, one of our leaders.
 At the meeting, we split into groups 
and worked on scenarios relating to a 
dairy farmer’s logbook.  In each situa-
tion, “Farmer Joe” was working through 
a different day of the same week. As 
a group, we had to listen carefully to 
the information given for the events of 
each day and pick out all the relevant 
information that he should log to keep 
his herd healthy, accurate in number of 
cows and his milk clean to ship.
 We logged everything: which heif-
ers had been bred; with which bull; 
which heifers had calved; was the calf 
born male or female; cows purchased 
and sold; their health and medical care 
including medication and vaccinations.  

We learned that when a medication 
or vaccination is given, it is important 
to read instructions carefully because 
there could be a “withholding” period. 
This means that during the withhold-
ing time, milk from those cows cannot 
be shipped nor can the cows be slaugh-
tered and shipped for meat.  We learned 
that the dairy farmer’s logbook is very 
important to the health and well being 
of his herd and income.

To finish off the evening, we took 
two cows and split our group into two 
teams. As usual, we split into boys vs 
girls.  Next, we labeled the cows body 
parts using sticky notes.  The cows were 
a little embarrassed to be wearing pink 
and blue sticky notes but in the end, 
after a tie breaker of rock, paper, scis-
sors, the girls won the game!! 

As always, we had a great time!! 
Come and join in the fun and learn-

ing! All are welcome! The next meet-
ing is Wednesday, June 8th at 7:30 pm 
at Dennis and Sandy Kuepfer’s. Please 
contact Stephanie Snyder at ssnyder@
hotmail.com for more information.” ❖

4-H Dairy Club Learns 
The Importance of a 
Farmer’s Log Book

Shriners Say Thanks: Stratford Shriners, members of the Mocha Road Runners 
(headquartered in London), present a certificate to the Wellesley Christmas Tyme 
Parade Committee to recognize a $300 contribution made to the Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children, 100 Million Dollar Club. From the left: Marg Runstedler, John 
Parker, Jean Horne, Leon Roth, Jenny Switzer and Ron McNicol.
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The Hafemanns have closed their B&B, but will 
continue to be active in the Village of Wellesley. 
They have a sense of responsibility to their fellow 
human and have always worked hard to meet 
that responsibility. They are humble and gracious 
and provide a model that we certainly don’t see 
sufficiently in today’s society. Wellesley has been 
fortunate that they chose to settle here.

About the Cover

Wellesley Is… is hYPerLINKeD!
We use hyperlinks to help you navigate. If 
we’ve done our job, every headline on the 
cover and in the Table of Contents, will be 
hyperlinked to the story to which it refers. That 
means that if you click on the story with your 
cursor, you go directly to that story. Inside the 
magazine, we have highlighted hyperlinks in 
blue. Some will connect you to a web site, let 
you send an e-mail or move to another page in 
the magazine. Click on the pink (HOME) arrow 
in the left margin to come to this page, The 
Table of Contents.

travelling the Nith
The Nith River is often a 
lazy stream in mid-sum-
mer, but during flooding 
it’s personality is quite 
different. The Waterloo 
Canoe Club plans to 
cover it from end to end.19

Giant russian Dolls
This intriguing park, situated 
in China but near the Russian 
border is filled with hundreds 
of Russian Matryoshka dolls 
and eggs. The doll in this 
image is 100 feet high. 

30

Its Party time
A tea party, that is. The 
sometimes wonky staff 
at the township office 
know how to live it up 
and have fun… after 
hours of course. They 
couldn’t get the Queen 
to come, but you can!24

26

retired employees at erb
Vernon Erb created the type 
of  company that some 
employees never leave, 
even after they retire. Their 
group likes to keep in touch. 
They recently had a tour of 
Vernon’s vintage vehicles 
after one of their meetings.



HOME

Advertisers Index Wellesley Is… May•June 20114 ADVERtISERS INDEx

Personal, Business & Farm Returns
Free E-Filing, Pick-up & Delivery

Open Year Round
Hours : Mon to Thurs 9am- 7pm
Fri 9am- 6pm & Sat 9am - 3pm

90 Wilmot St New Hamburg
(Attached to the Waterlot)
No Appointment Necessary

Call (519) 662-1857
www.lydiastax.com

lydiastax@bellnet.ca

Wellesley & District Board of trade 

Guest Speakers Demonstrate 
Useful Organizing Techniques

Wellesley & District Board of Trade members and 
guests were highly attentive with a lot of head nod-
ding indicating their appreciation of the sugges-

tions being presented by Heart of the Matter’s Donna Schmidt 
and Rhonda Erb. They presented 10 tips that would be useful 
to nearly everyone in the audience. 

One tip dealt with a common challenge: How does an in-
dividual organize essential and urgent paperwork? They ex-
plained their “hot file” concept and showed how their solution 
can finally bring peace to the world of paper. 

Another tip showed how to organize a closet so that it 
contains only your frequently used and essential clothing. 
That, by itself, was ‘worth the price of admission’.

Donna and Rhonda are professional organizers. They of-
fer organizational services for both home and business. Their 
business—Heart of the Matter—is based in New Hamburg, 
but they arrive at your home or business location ready to 
tackle those daunting organizational challenges. They will 
hear your need and offer a plan. If you accept, they surge 
into action, performing what almost seems like magic as you 
watch them proceed. http://www.heartofthematter.ca/  ❖

Top: Donna Schmidt (left) and Rhonda Erb show their 
“Hot file” and closet organizer props that they used to 
show two of the ten organizing tips that they showed dur-
ing their presentation.
Bottom: The Board of Trade’s monthly meeting was held 
at the Schmidtsville Restaurant, in the recently opened 
basement dining area. The room offers a much-needed 
meeting and dining area for local businesses and events.

Correction
In our April cover story on 

Kids & Cops, we incorrectly iden-
tified that a hockey jersey like 
the one shown in the top photo, 
right, was given to each player 
participating in the Kids & Cops 
program.

What each player received 
was a Kids & Cops T-shirt like the 
centre photo, right, which has 
the logos of the Kids & Cops 
sponsors on the back, like the 
bottom photo, right.

The jerseys, as in the top 
photo, are only used for special 
games, when they are loaned 
to the players.

We apologize for any confu-
sion this may have caused.

Kids & Cops appreciate the 
support that their sponsors have 
shown over the years. ❖
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Come Celebrate Art Round the Pond June 18 

Jersey Greensand 0-0-13 minimum
Greensand conditions your soil nature’s way. An iron-
potassium silicate imparts a green colour to the mineral 
in which it occurs. Greensand is highly 
recommended for the conditioning of 
fruits and vegetable crops as well as 
growing roses.

-Natural marine potash
-Consistency of sand, 
but absorbs 10x more 
moisture
-Helps grow strong, 
hardy plants, improving 
colours and prolonging 
bloom.
-Loosens heavy soils; binds loose soils
-Chemical free, spreads easily
Available in 50lb bags

Working with Nature ~ Naturally

Improve your garden naturally with three  
of our popular products...

Bio-Ag Lawn & Garden Mix 0-4-1
Bio-Ag’s own specialty – non-burning fertilizer mix composed 
of all natural ingredients – can be used on lawn or garden.
Ingredients: CalPhos™, Kelp Meal, Carbonatite, Gypsum, Green 
Rock, Boron, Black Earth, Chelated Trace Minerals & Marl.
Available in 25kg bags

Acadian Soluble Seaweed Extract Powder 1-1-17
-Promotes better root growth leading to better plant establishment

-Improved root growth leads to enhanced nutrient uptake
-Improved fruit and vegetable size
Available in 20kg box & 500g pkg

To Order:
Call: 519-656-2460

1-800-363-5278
Email: info@bio-ag.com

Fax: 519-656-2534

1400 Greenwood Hill Rd
Box 189

Wellesley, Ontario Canada
N0B 2T0

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 
8:30am-5:00pm
www.bio-ag.com

Macintosh Users
New & Old Timers

Have you been seeking a User 
Group that can keep you up 
to date on all things MAC?

Then come join WatRMUG, 
the Waterloo Region Macin-
tosh User Group, where you 
can learn about and enjoy 
your Mac to the fullest. 

We’re a fun group, but we are 
serious about our Macs. There 
is too much out there for any 
one person to follow all the 
leads, but you will find we are 
pretty good at providing the 
answers. Discover more about 
us at:

http://www.watrmug.ca/
The computer of the future

 is here today.

by Jayne Gerber
Art Round the Pond Committee

All roads lead to Wellesley for this celebra-
tion of the Arts, and a chance to experience 
village life at the 6th annual Art Round the 

Pond, on Saturday, June 18th, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Visual artists and various fine crafts 
people will be showcasing their talents at this one 
day original art exhibition and sale. Local musicians 
will also be featured, as well as a graf-
fiti art demonstration, a silent auction and 
more.  What better way to enjoy a Saturday, 
than to visit the quaint village of Wellesley, 
browse the pond-side booths, meet the art-
ists, enjoy melodies from local musicians 
and snack on some fabulous local eats.  

Proceeds from Art Round the Pond 
go to the continued support of the Arts in 
Wellesley Township. Our committee of 
local volunteers hopes you will join us to 
celebrate Art Round the Pond on Saturday, 

June 18th, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. See you in 
Wellesley!  

Website: www.artroundthepond.ca.   
E-mail: artroundthepond@gmail.com

Event Schedule:   
Artist Exhibition & Sale: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Silent Auction:  10:00 am – 3:30 pm
Live Entertainment:  10:00 am – 3:15 pm   ❖

http://www.watrmug.ca/
http://www.artroundthepond.ca/
mailto:artroundthepond@gmail.com
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When John Pym, owner of Pym’s Village Market—Wellesley’s sole gro-
cery store, beer store and LCBO outlet—approached me about help-
ing him produce an ad for Wellesley Is… Magazine, I was a bit puzzled 

about what this magazine might provide that he wouldn’t already be getting from 
his weekly sales flyer.

As our discussions proceeded, John pointed out that he has quietly been mak-
ing important changes in his purchasing process to increase the number of fresh, 
locally produced products that he is offering to customers. As you will see in his 

ad, there are a surprising number of local products that he 
has been able to line up. His flyer can’t show this because it 
is produced for a number of grocery outlets and is not indi-
vidualized.

Of course we intuitively understand the wisdom behind 
the Buy Fresh portion of the Buy Local, Buy Fresh banner 
we see splashed around everywhere, but sometimes the logic 
behind the Buy Local portion is not particularly obvious.

The first thing that came to mind for me was that it’s 
useful to purchase small quantities of items here—for expe-
diency: I need it now—or when it doesn’t make sense to 
drive all the way to New Hamburg or Waterloo for one item. 
But does it make sense, in some way, to make larger pur-
chases here too?

When the price of gas rose to nearly $1.40 per litre, everyone of us sat up and 
asked, “How is this going to affect the economy?”

So what are the economics of buying locally? I’m going to use generally avail-
able numbers for this discussion, not specific to any one vehicle, but calculated 
based on my home location near Lisbon. 

Should I buy groceries in New Hamburg or in Wellesley? 
A Google Map search shows that it is 15.2 km to go to Sobeys in New 

Hamburg in 24 minutes vs 3.6 km to go to Pym’s in Wellesley in seven minutes. 
For a round trip you get Sobeys: 30.4 km in 48 minutes compared to Pym’s 7.2 km 
in 14 minutes. [Forgive this little foray into the world of arithmetic.]

If we use the governments’s automobile reimbursement rate for Ontario of 
$0.55 per km—which is supposed to cover ‘typical’ operating expenses like gas, 
oil, insurance, wear and tear, etc.— We see that the relative expense to go to 
Sobeys is $.55 x 30.4 = $16.72 compared to a trip to Pym’s $.55 x 7.2 = $3.96. This 
isn’t dollars out of your wallet when you go shopping, but it is dollars out of your 
wallet or purse at some point during the year.

So what is the time value invested in travel for my shopping trip? Pym’s: 14 
minutes; Sobeys: 48 minutes. If I was earning just minimum wage, $10.25 per hour 
then my time—which has value—would be 14/60 x $10.25 = $2.39 to go to Pyms, 
compared to 48/60 x $10.25 = $8.20 for Sobeys.

The grand investment, even if I never enter either store, is $16.72 + 8.20 
= $24,92 for Sobeys and $3.96 + 2.39 = $6.35 for Pym’s. That’s a difference of 
$18.57. If Pym’s happened to be 5% more expensive on all items—and I’m not 
implying or suggesting that it is—then I would have to purchase $371.40 worth of 
products at Sobeys, before you would break even, in this scenario. 

This number will be different for each home.. If you live in the village itself, 
then break even purchase could be as high as $498.40, if you happened to live next 
door to Pym’s. 

Of course, if you are near enough to walk, then there is a health benefit, no 
auto cost and only the time invested. Sounds like a good deal.

You will notice that I have not even touched on the benefits to local farmers or 
the environmental benefits of buying locally. If you do buy local, our farmers and 
the environment will thank you. Of course, this reasoning can be applied to other 
local businesses, as well. 
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Mavis Kerr is a Registered Marriage and Family 
Therapist in private practice at Southern Ontario 
Counselling Centre — http://www.socounselling.com — 
in St. Agatha, Ontario. She has lived in the rural coun-
tryside just outside Wellesley (close enough to hear the 
church bells) for 25 years. 

Mavis Kerr

A THERAPIST’S LOOK AT FAMILY, FRIENDS AND 
COMMUNITY

Why I Really Don’t Want to Write This! 
…And Why You Should Show at the Fair!

by Mavis Kerr

This will be short. I promised our publisher that I would 
write my regular column and I am a woman of my 
word, BUT… I want to be somewhere else. I have a 

bucket of Japanese anemones I wrenched from a friend’s gar-
den and they need to be planted…and I 
WANT to do it. I have baby beets that 
need thinning… and I WANT to do 
it. I have a bouquet of graceful white 
bleeding hearts and fragrant lilacs that 
calls to be lovingly assembled… and 
I WANT to do it. And there is a patch 
of dreaded garlic mustard quaking at 
my threats, awaiting my vengeance. 
Oh, and I hear the songs of a brown 
thrasher and a common yellowthroat 
that are nesting in the valley and I have 
yet to go down to see them through my 
binoculars. 

The point is, it is spring and I am a gardener and a 
birdwatcher. I could do either of these joyful activities 
full-time from mid-April to mid-June. Having to time-
share both passions with a job and other obligations is too 
much to ask of me.

So what in your life gives you this experience of ener-
gized, focused motivation where you lose track of time and 
you are totally immersed? Think about it. Which activity 
that is goal oriented, requires concentration and a level of 
skill, absorbs you into a state of oblivion to outside distrac-
tion? Your emotional desire becomes aligned with the task 
and you have little consciousness of self. I hope you know 
what I am talking about because it is a pleasurable and pro-
ductive mental mode. This mind state was first labeled flow 
and studied by a psychologist with the unspellable, unpro-
nounceable Hungarian name of (Are you ready for this?) 
Csikszentmihalyi. He called this mental mode “flow” because 
the artists that he originally studied described it to him as 
being carried along as if floating in a strong river. 

Many career counselors explore this concept with their 
clients to try to discover what work field a client should con-
sider. Work is a lot easier if you spend some of your job time 
in the state of “flow”. I blessedly do. When I am listening to a 
counseling client share their story and goals for change, I am 
absorbed and my mind is racing to generate patterns, spot tell-
tale victim stances, hear the shackling belief structure behind 
their assumptions. All this so I can come up with intrigu-
ing questions to shape their word view in that more healthy 
and productive direction the person seeks. (Even so, in May I 
would prefer to be in the garden).

Looking at the people near to me, I think I can tell when 
they are in “flow”. A sure sign is when you can’t get them to 

come to dinner because they are captivated by what they are 
doing. For my artist friend, it is her woodcarving. For my 
son, it is practicing a new skateboard trick or a tricky drum 
rhythm. For my other son, it is writing an academic paper on 
some esoteric topic that fascinates him and 12 other academ-
ics. For my brother-in-law, it is mastering a new piano piece. 
For my cousin, it would be fishing. Whether the activity is 
hands on, mental, or athletic, it captivates. So, to find your 
way back to your bliss, remember what you loved to do when 
you were 10. Daydream a bit; think of the things you may 
have dropped along the way that you long to revisit.

So here is my challenge, oh folks of Wellesley and area; a 
way to explore one of your “flow” interests. Get a copy of the 
Wellesley North Easthope Fall Fair prize list (see below) and 
look it over for something that appeals: baking; flower arrang-
ing; vegetables; pets; photography; or crafts and fine art. Use 
it as a motivator to pick up one of your passions that you may 
have been ignoring for a while or try something completely new.

Speaking of passions, you could even start a baby to be 
entered into the delightful baby show—though you might not 
have it ready by September 2011. One of my happiest memo-
ries was of the 1986 baby show where my son was deemed the 
“best” baby in his age group and I, as a Wellesley newcomer, 
suddenly felt like this town might be okay after all; maybe I 
could belong here. I also got to know one of the judges who 
was destined to become a dear friend.

One mom tells me fair projects are a great way to keep 
children occupied during the summer. The point is, let’s 
get involved. Choose a couple of items to enter in the fair 
competitions—Sept. 13-14—put it in your calendar. If your 
f low area is not included, try making a suggestion to the 
fair organizers, or better still, volunteer to organize and 
judge a competition in your area of interest. It takes over 
125 volunteers to put on the fair. Our fair is in its 158th 
year and is one of only three remaining agricultural fall 
fairs in the Region of Waterloo. 

I grew up steeped in the fall fair tradition of Kent County. 
My mother entered every art, craft, sewing and baking cat-
egory and my dad won the sugar beet prize so many times 
that he started using the mantel clocks that he had won as 
Christmas presents. I have not entered anything since that 
baby in 1986 and I am not about to do that again! I do commit 
to entering some other categories. ❖

For information and a fall fair prize list contact
Mary Lichty: 519-656-2829   mlichty@execulink.com

or Susan Seyler: 519-656-2632
For more information on flow, search Wikipedia

for: flow psychology.

http://www.socounselling.com
mailto:mlichty@execulink.com
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It’s the first time that this course has been used as a 
race course since the final roads were paved at least 
two years ago, said Waterloo’s Brad Day, president of 

ExtremeRoad.com, the organizer of this race. He’s been 
riding it regularly to determine its viability.

Riders have been overwhelmingly positive about it, he 
noted, which is good news for the future of the course.

The May 
22 event expe-
rienced some 
mixed weather, 
but it settled 
down to be hot 
and sunny in the 
afternoon, which 
was largely good 
news for the 340 
registered riders 
that were vying for the more than $3,000 in prizes. Most rid-
ers were from Ontario.

The circuit is 16.5 km long and was ridden up to eight 
times by the Elite 1/2 Men who completed 131.2 km. The win-
ner’s average speed 
was 39.9 k/hr. Some 
categories cover the 
circuit as few as three 
times.

There was only 
one crash, which is 
believed to be rain 
related. The rider was 
taken to the hospital but did not sustain serious injuries and 
said he was really enjoying the course. This course is part of 
the 2011 Ontario Cup Series and will probably be included in 
future years if scheduling permits.

There were 20 race marshals placed along the course to 
assist riders staying on the correct route. They were assisted 
by as many as 10 police officers. ❖

Wellesley

New Hamburg

75 Huron St.
519-662-2640

Mon.-Fri. 9-8, Sat. 9-5

1201 Queens Bush Rd.
519-656-2240

Mon.-Fri. 8:30-6, Sat. 9-2FREE 
AREA WIDE

DELIVERY

•	 Photo	Finishing
•	 Hair	&	Skin	Care	Supplies	

&	Cosmetics
•	 Vitamins	and	alternative	

Health	Products
•	 Crutch	Wheelchair	Rentals
•	 Hearing	Aid	Batteries
•	 Cards	&	Gift	Ideas	for	

special	occasions
•	 Senior’s	Day	Discounts

• Complete Diabetic Centre
• Free Consultation with 

Diabetic Educator
• In-Home or In-Store

Prescription consulting
• Information & medications 

for patients and families
• Dosettes & Blister

Compliance Packaging

A TRADITION OF GREAT SERVICE
at your local Cook’s Pharmacy since 1968

340 Riders Enter First Nith River Road Race

Top: Each category of rider left the community centre and 
followed a lead car to the starting line at Gerber Road.
Bottom: Racers on Hutcheson Road, begin the climb toward 
Gerber Road as they follow the S-turn along the Nith River.

Course 
Layout

Course Profile
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Local Artist Enjoys
Selling Her Art at

Art Round the Pond

Irene Kennel

Wellesley artist Irene Kennel muses about the upcom-
ing Art Round the Pond on June 18. In previous years, 
her art was situated directly across the pond from her 

home on David St., but she wonders if there is a way that she 
could sell her craft from her back yard which is on the pond. It 
would be more convenient to not have to transport it.

Irene first put brush to paper in the 1950s. She worked in oil 

and took workshops twice a week for years, with Bridgeport art-
ist, Mrs. Massey. Later, she took lessons from New Dundee artist 
Marion Anderson, through the Homer Watson Gallery. Anderson 
moved Irene from oils into water colours. More recently, Irene 
has taken two courses with Uruguayan water colourist, Alvro 
Castegnet. She became aware of him through International Artist 
Magazine and did one of the courses on a Mediterranean cruise. She 
has also met Collingwood artist, Art Cuninan, at a two-day work-
shop at the Button Factory in Waterloo.

Prior to the death of her husband, Douglas in 1965, they oper-
ated an egg-grading station in Wellesley at the current location of 
the Wellesley Mennonite Church on Gerber Rd. She closed the sta-
tion and worked for 23 years in dispatch at the J.M. Schneider Meat 
Co. It was while working at Schneider’s, that she was encouraged 
to hang some of her art, where it was seen by salesmen who would 
occasionally purchase pieces, her first commercial efforts.

Art and the market go through phases, she says. There’s not 
much interest in oils these days so she does paper tole (below) a form 
of 3-D art and figures, such as the Father Christmas (below right). ❖
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Rick Grebinski, manager of the 2011 Home & 
Garden Show, offers these statistics:

• 2000 visitors attended
• 1650 were adults
• Food Bank received 1200 lbs of food & $1K
• 77 Exhibitors from 30 communities
• Vendors pleased; Visitor response positive
• Long waiting list for 2012
Rick says thanks to all volunteers and support-
ers with a special thanks to Paul Rose who 
provided Rick with minute by minute support. 

PHOTOS
1. Rick Grebinski making his rounds
2. Wellesley Is... Magazine table in lobby
3. Kerri Johnson massages Nadine Moyer
4. Crummers English Garden Nursery
5. Murray Schlueter
6. Mike Fritz, All Protect Systems
7. Greeters(l-r) Paula Tweedle, Jean Horne,  
 Jayne Gerber & Lois Lockwood
8. Signing up for Wellesley Is... on site
9. Signing a ballot
10. Bulk Pantry Ice Cream
11. Lions Food Booth(l-r) Mike Barker, Greg  
 Jantzi, Richard Franz and Hugh Rice
12. Chris Givlin (Givvy’s) & custom motorcycle
13. Arcadian Projects Solar Panels
14. Carolyn Baronski, Kitchener & ice cream
15. (l-r) Wendy Richardson, Mary Lichty;  
 Brenda Grebinski, Mavis Kerr
16. Home Hardware cooking on site
17. Greeters(l-r) Shelley Wagner, Ross   
 Kelterborn, Jim Olender and Ron Hergott
18-20: Recognition for booth excellence
21. Megan Kuepfer
22. Greeters(l-r) Katie deVries, Kareen Kerr; 
Sheila Lorentz and Sherry McLean
23. Wilmot Family Resource Centre Booth
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Check Out the 
Home & Garden 

Show Results
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Kevin Fitzpatrick
Apple Jacks Coach

& Gen. Manager

Lisa Rush
Board of Directors
Food Committee

Frank Nelson
TCMHA Silver Stick

Committee

Rick Grebinski
Banquet Committee
& Grad Ceremonies

Dan Bisch
Kids & Cops
Committee

Dan Lebold
TCMHL Rep Convenor

Banquet Chair

450 Show at Hockey Banquet

Graduating Midgets: Front (l-r): Mark Detzler, Reed Denstedt, Brandon Bisch, Trevor Olender, 
Sean Halley, Cody Schmidt, Dakota Schwartz, Devan Rooney. Back Row (l-r) Scott Dunbar, 
Jackson Draper, Shayne Grebinski, Cody Steeves, Corin Romkey, Aaron Snyder, Tyler Hergott.

Winning Bantams (l-r): Spencer Brick, Brad Reitzel, Matt Ridge, Brett Lebold, Brady Gerber, 
Justin Stribling, Luke Runstedler, Luke Schering, Mark Lebold (Captain), Brendan Petrie, Chad 
Beacom, Doug Ridge (Team Manager) Absent: Isaac MacDonald, Nick McKee, Brock Roth, Cal-
lum McKee (Head Coach), Steve Lebold (Trainer), John MacDonald (Assistant Coach), Dave 
(Woody) Jackson (Coach / Trainer). Chairman Dan Lebold is at the microphone.

The 20 teams of Wellesley Township’s Twin Centre Minor 
Hockey League finished up a successful season with their 
annual banquet held at the Community Centre in Wellesley 

Village. Banquet Committee Chair, Dan Lebold said that almost 
450 showed up for the banquet over the two shifts required to ac-
commodate the 300 players and their parents or guests.

During the program, each team was recognized for its efforts 
during the year, but one in particular stood out.

Dan Lebold said, “This year’s Bantam rep team had a very 
successful run. They were champions in four of the five tourna-
ments they were in, but their biggest success was winning the 
International Silverstick in Port Huron Michigan.” He said that a 

team from here had qualified for the final 
about 15 years ago, but never won. 

This year’s team defeated teams from 
New York, Florida, and Ontario to cap-
ture the coveted Silver stick. Lebold says 
he believes the team played about 76 games 
and had over 100 ice times during the year.

The interesting part of their story, is 
that this team did not have set power play 
or penalty killing units. Their coaches were 
adamant they were going to use all players 
at all times. They got to to the OMHA semi-
finals, but lost in 5 games in a very hard 
fought battle with the Ennismore Eagles. 
But, they won the league championship 
against their arch rivals Tavistock. That tro-
phy was theirs for winning—Grand Valley 
versus Tavistock.

The other major event of the evening 
was the presentaiton of special hockey jer-
seys bearing the words “Stars of 2011” to 
the graduating TCMHL Midgets to remem-
ber their “careers” in this league. The 
Graduating Player Jersey Program is in its 
second year. The idea was conceived and 
implemented by Rick Grebinski.

TCMHL teams play interlocking games 
with teams from Tavistock, New Hamburg, 
Plattsvill, St. George, Port Dover, Embro 
and Ayr. ❖

Banquest guest speaker, Mitchell Good, of Wellesley spoke 
about his hockey career is progressing and advised young 
players to never give up their dreams.
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The Hafemanns Have Earned Their Retirement

by Larry Kryski

Throughout their lives, Adolph 
and Emily Hafemann have 
achieved what 50-60 years of 

good, honest, hard work is expected 
to achieve—a comfortable retirement 
with lots of family and friends nearby. 

This June, they wound down their 
popular and beautiful Firella Creek 
Bed and Breakfast after 22 years, and 
then switched homes—after minor 
renovations—with their son Peter and 
his wife, Ingrid. Peter and Ingrid, 
with three teenage sons, live a mere 
150 feet away, so the move is not 
great, but it will give the young fam-
ily room to grow. 

Of course Adolph and Emily have 
been a part of the Wellesley scene 
since 1969, when they purchased the 
village’s main grocery store—now 
Pym’s Village Market.

 They have been popular and 
highly respected in the community, evi-
denced by the fact that each of them has 
won the Wellesley and District Board 
of Trade’s Citizen of the Year award; 
Adolph in 1976 and Emily in 1984.

But their early life was not so kind 
for the two Hafemanns. Their teen years 
were in stark contrast to the pastoral life 
that they created in Wellesley.

Although they never met before 
they came to Waterloo, they were both 
born in nearby areas of Poland. Their 

Adolph and Emily Hafemann with grandson Philip.

The backyard, viewed from the edge of the woods.

parents were ethnic German farm-
ers who had emigrated to Poland in the 
late 1800s at the invitation of the Polish 
government, in much the same way that 
Canada invited Europeans to come farm 
in Canada in the 20th century. 

Poland had granted these immi-

grants the right to their own schools, lan-
guage and Lutheran religion even as they 
became Polish citizens, but there wasn’t 
much mixing with the Catholic Polish.

Adolph’s father was a progressive 
farmer who had young men doing pract-

This plaque, mounted in the Wellesley 
Arena foyer, lists Adolph as one of the  
founding members of the Wellesley 
Apple Butter and Cheese Festival.

Story Continued on page 14…
See Photos on page 13…
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Dress for the Weather
Whatever the season, the walk along 
Firella Creek is a beautiful one. Included 
here are summer and winter scenes of 
the “Mona Lisa” cedars [the curves of the 
cedars are reminiscent of the Mona Lisa’s 
smile] and the bridge across the creek. 
Early morning mist adds to the romantic 
flair of the area. ❖
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See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer option.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lantz Lawn & Garden Ltd.
9 Lawrence St.
Wellesley, ON N0B 2T0
519-656-2911

The Perfect Place
For Smart
Choices

Toro's Best
Seller

Best-in-class warranties•
Features "Quick Wash"
washout port

•

Powered by Briggs &
Stratton with ReadyStart™

•

Superior mulching
performance

•

$399.00
Recycler, Personal Pace

Reliable
PerformanceTimeCutter SS zero-turn mowers

$2799.00
3-in-1 cutting system•
Automatic braking system•
Exclusive Smart Speed
Control

•

Powerful Kohler or
Kawasaki engines

•

www.toro.com

Visit us soon and start this season right.
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Visit us soon and start this season right.

Starting At

Starting At

icums at his farm, after a year of agri-
cultural school.

the War Intervenes

In 1939, at the beginning of the 
Second World War, a secret agreement 
between Germany and the Soviet Union, 
to divide Poland, led to the capture 
of the whole country in 18 days. 
Adolph was nine when the war 
started.

The world was a simpler 
place then, he says. People didn’t 
travel much and life was yet to 
become very sophisticated.

To illustrate the sense of the times, 
he relates how his neighbour in Poland 
was the first person in the area to get a 
radio. The neighbour strung a long wire 
between his house and his barn as an 
antenna. It happened to be a very wet 

year, affecting everybody’s harvest, so 
people became upset and said ‘…since 
he put that wire up, it’s attracting the 
clouds, making it rain.’ The neighbour 
had to take it down.

By 1945, Adolph’s family fled 
Poland to escape the Soviets. They 

made it to West Germany before travel 
was restricted.

While in the West, Adolph attended 
agricultural school but on finishing, 
could not find local agricultural land to 
farm. He heard about Canada advertis-
ing for qualified agricultural help and 

Adolph was a perfect candidate. He 
arrived in Canada in 1950 at age 20.

Emily Was trapped in the East

Emily’s story is more troubling. She 
was born in 1937, 100 km. S.W. of War-
saw. Her parents were raised on farms, 
but her father trained as a butcher and 

became the head of his guild in a 
city called Zgierz (pronounced like 
the word “scare” but with an “sh” 
sound attached).

Throughout most of the war, 
her father supplied meat to the 
local army garrison but in the 

last year of the war, when manpower 
was low, he was drafted, “as were all 
fathers.” Emily pauses and adds, “War 
is the most idiotic thing that mankind 
has ever invented.” Of course, she has 

If you want to see [your    
daughter] alive, COME! “ ”

Story continued on page 20…

Hafemanns… Continued from page 12

Above: Store employees pose with the Hafemanns. (l-r) 
Shirley Hosea, Janet Oldenburger, Ruby Hackbart, Emily 
Hafemann, Adolph Hafemann and in front, Hilda Lotz.
Below: John Pym, left,  and Adolph Hafemann move sup-
plies within the store. John worked for Knechtel Wholesale 
which provided their goods for resale. John offerred to pur-
chase the store, which they eventually accepted. 

See Photos on page 15…
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Scenes from Firella Creek B&B
 Clockwise from top left: Their 
pony races up the field lane-
way; Wellesley Pond swans were 
sheltered at Firella Creek for the 
winter; Fish in their pond con-
sist of trout and coy (or koi); Peter 
Hafemann shows his Bluewater 
Visitor Guide, which he produc-
es each year for tourists. See the 
article in the April 2010 issue of 
Wellesley Is… magazine. Visit the 
archives at http://wellesleyis.ca ;
Newlyweds, Saysha and Jus-
tin Mohr pose by a romantic 
heart-shaped hole in a back-
yard tree at the Hafemann’s; The 
Hafemann’s often loan their car-
riage for wedding photos. Pay-
ment required? Why a bag of bird 
seed, of course;  We see two of 
many types of fungi that grow in 
their woods and along the creek; 
Their famous ‘Huggy Trees’, where 
a number of trees’ roots have in-
tertwined.
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Following the big celebration Producers Melissa and Jeff Quint commented that they were 
extremely proud of their new creation and her red carpet entrance.

And what did the critics say?  "A     ___ _  hit!, .... One of the season's best! ... We laughed, 
we cried it was better than Cats!, ... Guaranteed to provide a lifetime of happiness and joy."

The Wellesley Chronicle
Proud Parent Publ icat ions $ Pr ice less

Baby Quint Makes World Premiere at 
the Grand River Baby Festival!

The cameras were flashing as everyone 
welcomed (including the the OB and her 
crew of masked women and men) the star of 
the show Calleigh Maya Quint.  After months 
of tireless planning and a few last minute 
details the star studded event occurred on 
May 25, 2011 at 9:06 P.M PP

Statistics:
Starring Role:     Calleigh Maya Quint
Opening Date:    9:06 P.M,  May 25, 2011
Feature Length:  22 inches
Weight:               8 lbs, 13 ozs
Producers:          Melissa and Jeff Quint
Rating:                Proud Parent

Township of Wellesley Completes 
Internal Reorganization & Restructuring

WELLESLEY, June 7, 2011—Since 
November of 2010, the Council of the 
Township of Wellesley has been involved 
in an internal reorganization and restruc-
turing review that culminated with 
Council’s adoption of a reorganization 
chart and process on May 17, 2011. The 
intent of this review was to provide a 
more streamlined office structure and 
reporting mechanism to address the needs 
of residents of the Township and to best 
use the resources available from a staffing 
perspective. 

The municipal services will be com-

prised of two segments, Corporate and 
Operations, under the revised organization. 

A new position of Executive Director, 
Operations under Willis McLaughlin, 
will be responsible for Community 
Services (Recreation & Public Works), 
Fire & By-law, Animal Control and will 
be responsible for all of human resources 
for the Township of Wellesley staff. To 
support this position, Council has con-
firmed a new position: General Manager 
Community Services to be occupied by 
Kevin Beggs. Brad Voisin will move to a 
new role: Director of Facilities.

The Executive Director Corporate/
Clerk, Susan Duke will be responsible 
for Administration & Finance, Building, 
Planning and Economic Development. 
Diane Lorbetski will become Director 
of Finance & Administration. New 
and revised positions for support staff are 
expected to evolve over the next few months.

Council recognizes that numerous 
changes, liabilities and downloads due 
to legislation and service demands over 
the years have had large impacts on work 
volumes and daily operations. It is antici-
pated that the changes recommended will 
greatly encourage a productive atmo-
sphere for staff, and streamline operations 
to better serve the public. ❖

www.township.wellesley.on.ca

Feedback: 
Our Readers 
Talk Back

Hi Larry
You did an absolute[ly] 

excellent job, as always, 
on this [the April] issue. 
You brought the true facts 
out on how enthusiastic 
my brother-in-law, Dan 
Bisch is in all he does.  

The article on the Kids 
N Cops was excellent. 
Glad you gave him some 
recognition in town…. 
Also, the write-up on Rick 
Grebinski was excellent as 
well. Dan and Rick make 
a great pair when it comes 
to volunteering. Thanks 
for all your hard work!

 —Marilyn Bisch, Lisbon



Advertisers Index

HOME

ADVERtISERS INDExWellesley Is… May•June 2011 17

The Wellesley & District 
Co-operative Preschool, located 
downstairs at the Wellesley 

Mennonite Church on David St., 
raised $734 for muscular dystrophy 
from two April hop-a-thons. 

Wearing paper bunny ears, a 
painted red nose and whiskers,  the 
class of 2-4 year-olds and their 
teacher, Cathy Lindner arrived at 
the foyer of the church ready to hop 
their hearts out. They did the in-
line bunny hop, took a break and 
listened to a story, then hopped 
some more.

When Cathy asked them why 
they were doing their hop-a-thon 
they appeared to understand that 
they were raising money to help 
children and others who can’t move 
their legs.

Then it was time to expend more 
energy. This time individual hop-
ping. Some hardly left the floor, but 

there were others who seemed to 
have springs in their shoes. One lit-
tle boy was euphoric with the activ-
ity. After that they took a break to 
pet their rabbit, “Snoopy”. ❖

Wellesley Preschooler Hop-a-thon Shows Children’s Desire to Help 

Cathy leads the 
bunny hop.

It’s story time.

Evan Bauman 
checks out the 
photographer.

Spencer McQuade 
loved twirling and 
hopping.

Emmett Gamble 
does rabbit actions.

Emerie Leonard pets 
Snoopy while Sophia 
Brenner watches.

Sophia Brenner concentrates intently 
on copying the teacher’s actions
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RETAIL PARTNER

As more shoppers are looking for fresh, locally-produced 

products, owner John Pym has been moving Pym’s Village 

Market quietly in that direction. This means that when you 

shop at Pym’s, you are already getting fresh, local products.

We Get These FRESH Products Locally
Beef: Norwich 

1 & Guelph 
2

Pork: Breslau 
3

Chicken: St. Marys 
4

Turkey: Exeter 
5

Eggs: Elmira 
6  

Milk: Guelph 
7

Cheese:  Bright 
8

Honey:  Baden 
9

Baking: Milverton 
10

Crackers: Cambridge 
11 

Wine: Ontario VQA 
12

Ice Cream: Markdale 
13

 Processed Meat: Kitchener 14, Waterloo 
15, Simcoe 

16

Seasonal Produce: Elmira 
17

Bedding Plants: New Dundee 
18 

Apple Cider, Apple Butter: Wellesley 
19 

Pym’s Turkey Summer Sausage: Wallenstein 
20

Tomatoes, Cucumber & Peppers: Exeter 
21

John’s Guarantee: I sell only 100% fresh local beef, even if my ads, which are 
produced by associates in Toronto, say USDA beef. If local beef is not available, then 
I supply Canadian beef.

1,2. Norwich Packers
3. Conostoga Meat Packers
4. Schneiders
5. Hayters
6. OK Egg Farmers
7. Steen’s Dairy
8. Bright Cheese & Butter

9. Nith Valley Apiaries
10. Guenther’s Bakery
11. Barrie Bros.
12. Niagara wineries
13. Chapman’s
14. Schneiders
15. Pillars

16. Fiedlers
17. Elmira Produce Auction
18. Westwood Flowers
19. Wellesley Apple Products
20. A.F. Weber
21. Suntastic Tomatoes

We Support Local Farmers
•	 We	purchase	seasonally	available	pro-

duce from the Elmira Produce Auction.

•	 Getting	eggs	from	local	farmers	en-
sures that they are never more than 
three days old when we receive them.

•	 Our	turkey	summer	sausage	is	custom	
made from pure turkey & spices.

•	 Our	ground	beef	is	made	from	fresh,	
never-frozen local beef.

•

•

Toronto

London

30 km radius 
from Wellesley

Wellesley

SOUTHERN ONTARIO
FRESH PRODUCTS MAP

1

2
3

4
5

6
7

8

9

10

11

12

13

1415

16

17

18

19 20

21

•
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519 

656-3213 

1132 Henry Street,  

Wellesley 
 (Across from the library) 

Nursery Products  
~ Annuals/Perennials 

 ~ Shrubs 
~ Plants  
~ Trees 

Mulch 
Blk. Beauty ~ Can. Red ~ Mocha Brown ~ Red Devil 

Decorative Stone  
~ Natural 
~ Yellow 
~ White 
~ Red 

Bagged Products  
~ Potting Soil 
~ Peat Moss  
~ Play Sand 
~ Sheep Manure 

Photo and Story
by Peter Hafemann

This year the Waterloo-Wellington Canoe Club 
is combining a number of trip segments to 
navigate the Nith River from end to end, at 

least as close to the source as water levels will per-
mit. I led the group on the section from Poole to 
Wilby Road in April. 

Judi Thompson (in photo at right) is our canoe 
club secretary from Brantford, and is seen kayaking 
under a fallen willow. She was one of six paddlers 
who participated in the upper Nith section navigation. 

The fallen tree is located not far below the bridge 
that crosses Smith Creek just north of Poole. There 
is just enough space to squeeze beneath it unless the 
level is too high. 

The river contains braided channels, islands, 
pastures and woodlots en route. Muskrats, water-
fowl and raptors are plentiful and can often be seen 
along the way. 

The route is pleasantly scenic without major tech-
nical difficulties other than the rapids at Nithburg. 
These rapids may be run when the river registers 
at least 6 cubic metres per second on the GRCA’s 
Nithburg river level gauge. It is available at this 
link: http://www.grandriver.ca/index/document.
cfm?Sec=2&Sub1=6&Sub2=10 

Unfortunately the river is seldom runnable in 
summer unless you catch it immediately after a 
heavy rainfall. 

The Nith River from Millbank to where it joins 
the main tributary west of Kingwood, is a more chal-
lenging run and my favourite local one. However, it 
has hazards such as numerous sweepers (fallen tim-
ber that paddlers could become pinned underneath). 

My personal quarrel to pick with the official 
names of these rivers is that whoever named them did 
not know the rivers well. Smith Creek is obviously 
the more dominant of the tributaries. You notice a 
definite change in water and channel character when 
you enter it from the Nith. To my way of thinking, 
they should be named vice versa. ❖

Knowledge of Local Geography & Seasonal Effects
Helpful to Canoe or Kayak the Nith River
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seen it first hand.
With her father now in the army, 

her mother had to take over the busi-
ness. Her mother was very fair-minded 
in the way she handled people. “That’s 
what saved our lives when the Russian 
army marched in,” states Emily. “They 
were Polish personnel that hid us [ethnic 
Germans] from the Russians.” They lost 
track of Emily’s father’s whereabouts.

They hoped to escape, but a black 
market had grown up around smuggling 
people out of Poland into Germany.

“…My mother still had some gold 
and she paid with whatever else—
money—to smugglers that got us onto 
the train in the big city of Łódź. That 
was a huge connecting railway station 
there from all the country areas. …Can 
you imagine what bribery must have 
been going on?”

“…The Russians were occupying 
[Poland] after the war was over. [The 
smugglers] had a whole train that they 
loaded up with people who were trying 
to flee at night. There were guards walk-
ing around and they didn’t bother any of 
us refugees—we became refugees at that 
point—until the train was loaded and the 
engine came and pulled us out of there. 
They must have all been bribed, because 
they certainly weren’t blind!”

“We wanted to get to West Ger-
many because we had had our fill of 
the Communist system. This was still 
November 1945.”

“The train that took us out of there, 

was a cattle train, empty. …What the 
Russians were doing… [was] taking 
everything of Germany they could. 
They dismantled entire factories… 
everything. They even had the woods 
cut down although Russia had lots of 
trees. Everything that was a good size 
was transported out to Russia and then 
the empty trains came back and that’s 
where the refugees jumped on.”

“So we got on, but they caught us 
at the border. They stopped that train. 
I guess that was as far as the brib-
ery money went, and there were thou-
sands of people going that way. They 
had to shuffle these people off, and 
being it was communist, Russian con-
trolled, they shuffled us off into north 
East Germany. Ironically enough, that 
where our ancestors came from. But 
there were no relatives there. We lived 
there until 1951.”

Emily’s Parents Reconnect
Emily’s parents had lost track of 

each other’s whereabouts due to his 
being drafted, and her fleeing Poland. 
But, thanks to friends in Berlin, they 
were able to reconnect. Her mother had 
written the friends, whose house was 
badly damaged, but were alive. Emi-
ly’s father, now in Austria, happened to 
write the friends at the same time.

So their friends just slipped the 
letters into new envelopes and kept 
them going, “so we would know about 
each other.”

Her father had been on one of the 

few ships that had escaped the Bal-
tic seaports and fled to Denmark when 
the war was over. “…His ship was not 
bombed into the sea. So when they got 
[to Denmark], they were received by the 
British Army and released. It was said 
that among all the armies, the Allies, 
they were the most gentlemanly.”

In Austria, “My father, with his 
knowledge of meats, was hired by the 
American General Clark’s officer staff to 
…look after the provisions for them.”

“So this was how we found out where 
he was.”

To get out of the East legally, you 
had to provide proof that you had 
accommodations, because everything 
had been bombed to ‘smithereens’. 
“People who did have their houses or 
used to have houses, had clawed away 
enough debris to get into their base-
ments. That’s where [people] lived 
because there was nothing else. With 
the horrors that the Russians caused on 
the population, everybody who could, 
fled. And those that actually man-
aged to flee, like Adolph’s family, they 
landed in the West, where we couldn’t. 
They caught us in the East.”

“Eventually, I got very sick and my 
mom wrote to my father, ‘If you want to 
see [your daughter] alive, COME!’”

“So he came. Then he was in the 
East. There was no problem getting in… 
the problem was trying to get out….”

In 1951, my parents saw things were 
[going] from bad to worse.”

Hafemanns… Continued from page 14

Continued on page 21…

http://www.allprotect.on.ca


Advertisers Index

HOME

ADVERtISERS INDExWellesley Is… May•June 2011 21

Visioneering since  1984

Wellesley, ontario

519. 65 6 . 2 0 62
WWW.danielbisch.com

Addition With
Reclaimed Fir Flooring

definitiVe design & Vision 
for exceptional detail

We design and build

neW houses & renoVations

Kitchens & Baths • Rec Rooms & caBinets

New Entrance Of Addition Exterior Of This Addition

Through the Red Cross Service, 
they had found her mother’s oldest 
brother and family living in Kitchener. 
He had written to Emily’s parents, “If 
you get this letter, make it to West Ger-
many”—her mother’s youngest brother 
lived in the Rheinland—“ from there 
it will only take about six months and 
you’ll be in Canada.”

So my parents decided to flee.
“Okay,” Emily takes a deep breath, 

seemingly still feeling the tension of 
the decision 60 years earlier. “…We got 
on at two different stations. My parents 
made sure that one of them had two of 
us and the other had one child and made 
sure [we all] got on to the same train. 
And so… this train took you to Berlin.”

The Allied portion of Berlin was 
like an island surrounded by a sea of 
communist-controlled East Germany

An exasperated Emily states, “I 
can’t believe, to this day, that the Rus-
sians had the right to stop all the trains, 
stop all traffic and they had the right to 
take off anybody they wanted.”

“It must have been a 3rd class train 

[we were on], because we were… all in 
one room with wooden benches”. 

As the train approached Berlin at 
the American sector. “It was stopped 
and all the doors were opened. Russian 
solders came in with cocked guns. “You 
can imagine everybody…. My parents 
had decided ahead of time, if they catch 
any one of us, everybody stays behind.” 
Emily’s voice hushes.

“…You had to have [a] passport pass 
to go from any city to another city; and 
going into Berlin, into the American 
sector, that was 10 times…,” her voice 
trails off in reflection.

“We must have had a whole flock 
of guardian angels with us because the 
five of us… were not sitting together as 
a family. …The soldiers had the right 
to demand a pass from everybody. And 
this soldier passed all five of us over, 
going through the whole group.”

“…Then the whistle blew, …the sol-
diers stepped off the train, the doors 
were slammed shut and the train was 
waved into the American sector.”

“…Either that soldier was drunk, 
or whatever… he didn’t ask us for our 

passes. Maybe he was the angel…, 
who knows?”

Of course, to leave Berlin by train 
for West Germany, required travelling  
through communist-held territory a sec-
ond time. 

The family was told that the only 
safe way to get out of Berlin, was to fly. 
Fortunately they had enough gold and 
money to purchase tickets to freedom. 
Six months later they were in Canada.

[Note: Where the term Russia or 
Russians is used, it would be more 
accurate to understand that it means 
Soviet Union or Soviets.]

the Hafemanns Build a New Life
In 1950, when Adolph arrived in 

Canada from Ostfriesland, West Ger-
many, he spoke no English, although he 
and Emily each speak German, Polish 
and Russian.

Canadians returning from the war 
were taking jobs in industry and not going 
back to the farms, which created the need 
for help to which Adolph had responded.

A qualified agricultural graduate, 
he was placed on a farm in Monk-

Hafemanns… Continued from page 20

Continued on page 22…

http://www.danielbisch.com
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ton, Ontario. The farmer sponsored 
his entry, which was facilitated by a 
local church. 

In those days, the sponsor was 
responsible for room and board and 
if a worker had an accident, the spon-
sor paid the hospital bills—there was 
no medicare in those days. His sponsor 
paid him wages of $45 per month.

“That was fine. You have to start 
somewhere,” says Adolph. He still had 
to pay off his boat fare of $200, having 

arrived on an “old troop carrier”.
The farm was being run by a 

mother and her son, her husband having 
died. She offered to buy Adolph his own 
farm, allowing him to pay it off over 
time. In those days, you could buy a 100 
acre farm for $12,000. “It was [a] won-
derful [offer], but I was single and only 
21 years old!” he emphasizes. 

The farm on which he was working 
spoke “Pennsylvania Dutch” of which 
Adolph could understand every third 
or fourth word. He wrote to his par-

ents after one week, that he could speak 
“pretty good English” not realizing that 
they were only using occasional Eng-
lish words in their day-to-day speech. 
Amid laughter, he says he soon realized 
it wasn’t English at all.

When Adolph left this farm, he 
moved into the tobacco area and made 
as much in one day as he had made in 
a month on the farm. He did piecework 
for 16 hours a day, doing two jobs. From 
early morning, they would pick 1600 
sticks of tobacco to fill a drying kiln. 

When that job finished in mid after-
noon, he worked another 6-7 hours. “In 
those days, they didn’t spray tobacco 
with poison,” he said. “Each leaf grows 
a sucker that had to be removed by 
hand.” He got paid by the acre, receiv-
ing $35-$36 a day plus room and board. 
Much like getting $300-$400 per day 
now, he says. He received excellent food 
and there was “lots of it.”

When the tobacco harvest wound 
down, Adolph went to Kitchener where 
he had friends. There, he worked in a 
furniture factory making television and 
stereo cabinets. The pay wasn’t great, 
so he quit and joined Ball Brothers Con-
struction. It was good, but hard work 
and paid $1.65 per hour to start. The 
furniture factory was $0.75 per hour, in 
comparison.

In Kitchener, he and Emily studied 
English at night school. Emily points 
out that Adolph’s younger brother Eric 
was 10 when he arrived in Canada and 
started in a one-room school. Eventually 
he became a criminal lawyer.

Adolph and Emily met in Kitch-
ener’s Bethel Lutheran Church choir in 
1953 and married in 1955, 56 years ago 
this fall.

Adolph worked for 15 years as a 
mechanic on knitting machines in the 
textile industry, with Tony Day Sweat-
ers. The company went out of business 
when inexpensive, lower quality sweat-
ers were being supplied from Asia. It 
turned out that it would cost Tony Day 
twice as much to produce a sweater as 
they could purchase a finished product.

Emily had been running a profitable 
drapery business at this time, but with 
Adolph out of work, they opted to pur-
chase Wellesley’s ‘Red and White” brand 

Hafemanns… Continued from page 21

Continued on page 31…
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We provide 
Rehabilitation Support Services for people  

with an acquired brain injury and  people who 
 have suffered from serious trauma.   

The services have been offered in rural and urban      
communities throughout  Southwestern Ontario for over 

20 years.  Our  services are flexible, client-directed,    
and reflective of the  goals and objectives of the               
individual,  family and professionals involved                  

in the rehabilitation process. 

Community Rehabilitation Support 

In-School Rehabilitation Support 

Hospital Rehabilitation Support 

Consultation 

Post-Settlement Support 

For services or information, please contact  
Tish Byrne, Coordinator of Services 
519.575.2002 / tbyrne@bartimaeus.com 
www.bartimaeus.com 

Dave  Bonhoff : YOUR Mac specialist!
email: Dave@Bonhoff.net
iPhone: 519-574-3115
Toll-free: 1-866-559-5201

After-hours, evenings, weekends, even 
24-hour emergency Mac services are 
only a phone call away.
My 10+ years of Apple technical ex-
perience will have you & your Mac up 
and running with confidence.
I help single users & small and large 
businesses, and I come to you on 
your schedule. Besides Macs, I 
provide support for iPhones, printers, 
scanners, cameras, tablets and most 
peripherals.
If you’re new to computers or switching 
to Mac from PC, I can provide that nec-
essary training to get you 
up to speed 
quickly. Call Dave!

kitchener • waterloo • cambridge • guelph 
brantford • paris • woodstock • london

stratford and more…

?
Mac Slow

Upgrading

PC to Mac

Diagnosis

Testing

Repairs

Training

New OS

Software

There’s Help When You Need It!

Dave@Bonhoff.net
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Plan to Attend...
These Upcoming Events

May 28th, 2011 Community Garage Sale & BBQ
Wellesley Arena (Rain or Shine)
BBQ, E-Waste Recycling, Crafts, Bake Sale, Door Prizes
8:00 am to 3:00 pm

June 19th, 2011 Father’s Day All U Can Eat Breakfast
Community Centre  - 8:00 am to 1:00 pm
Adults:  $8.00 Children:  $4.00  (Ages 6 to 12)
Children under 5 are free
Winner of Traeger Grill & to be drawn!

June 25, 2011 Safety / Tri-Star Sports Day & BBQ
Wellesley Arena & Soccer Field - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Free Admission & Registration.  Open to kids of all ages.
Registration is required for Tri-Sports events.

For information, please contact:
Paula Tweedle, President  (226) 660-0114 www.wellesleydistrict.optimistcanada.ca
Wellesley & District Optimist Club Email:  pjtisathome@yahoo.ca
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Hats & High Tea Evening Will be a Heady Affair

by Wendy Richardson

The Queen said “no”, but Kathryn 
Seiling, wife of Regional Chair Ken 
Seiling, and Betty Albrecht, late 

wife of MP Harold Albrecht said “yes”.
On Thursday June 16 we invite 

everyone to join us at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Wellesley Community Centre for a fash-
ion show of hats from the past & present 
modelled with traditional foods served 
reminiscent of High Tea. To correspond 
with the Royal wedding this year and 
Prince William and Kate’s subsequent 
trip to Canada, we thought it would be 
fun to host a “Hats & High Tea” evening.

This is a sequel to last year’s suc-
cessful Dresses Thru The Decades Show. 
Residents from the region have dug deep 
into their closets to come up with won-
derful hats and gloves from the past, 
which they will model themselves or 
allow some of our local youth to do so.

Tickets, $15 each, must be pur-
chased in advance and are available at 
Village Flowers & Gifts, Pfeifer Gallery, 
or from Theresa Bisch at 519-656-2112 
or Wendy Richardson at 519-656-2961. 
Only 200 tickets will be sold. No tickets 
will be sold at the door. Proceeds will go 
to the Wellesley Fall Fair—which hosts 

the best fireworks in the area—at the clos-
ing of the fair. So far, we have 150 hats.

We invited the Queen to send a 
hat but Her Majesty sent her regrets, 

through Rideau Hall. We were 
thrilled to get a personal call from His 
Excellency, David Johnston’s assistant, 

Continued on page 25…

Wellesley Township staff are looking forward to a great time at the Hats and High 
tea event. They are an eager and imposing group. (Left to right) Wendy Richard-
son, Theresa Bisch, Lillian Pelerigo, Bonnie Kroetsch,  Pat Snyder, Diane Lorbetski 
and Sarah Peck. Planning Committee: Wendy, Theresa, Bonnie & Diane. Scone 
baker extraordinaire: Pat Snyder. Models: Lillian Pelerigo & Sarah Peck. —Photo 
by Colin Dewar.
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even if it was a very polite rejection. It 
was what we expected, but we figured, 
why not ask? 

Kathryn Seiling, wife of Regional 
Chair Ken Seiling, has lent us her hat 
that she wore when she met the Queen, 
along with a picture. Her Excellency, 
Sharon Johnston is sending us pictures 
of when she met Kate and William at 
the Royal wedding. We will also show 
the hat that the late Betty Albrecht wore 
to meet the Queen. We have contacted 
other dignitaries as well but have yet to 
hear from them. 

“Summer Tea” a limited edition 
Royal Doulton figurine, one of three 
in the “Pretty Ladies” series is signed 
by Michael Doulton himself and has 
been very graciously donated person-
ally by Susan Duke. Raffle tickets for 
your chance to win this beautifully 
crafted piece of art will be available at 
The Pfeifer Gallery in Wellesley where 
the figurine will be on display and at 
the Hats show. Second prize is a beauti-
fully crafted tea cup set including spoon 
donated by Pfeifer Gallery in Wellesley 
and third prize will be a miniature tea set 
in the pansy design. Raffle tickets are one 
for $3.00 and five for $10.00. 

Members of the 
organizing group, 
Diane Lorbetski, 
Theresa Bisch, 
Bonnie Kroetsch and 
Wendy Richardson 
came up with the 
idea after Diane had 
ordered some won-
derful hats for a Red 
Hat party. We gar-
nered interest with 
our idea and started 
talking about it at 
work. Another co-
worker, Pat Snyder 
came up with the 
“High Tea” con-
cept. She will be 
making the scones 
the afternoon of 
the show. All mem-
bers of the organiz-
ing committee work 
at the Township of 
Wellesley Office but 
it is not an event 
created or associ-

ated with the Township Office in any 
way. The group works well together at 
the office and on volunteer community 
projects. We took a trip to Phidelias in 
New Hamburg in March to experience 
a high tea as it should be, to give us a 
better idea of what we wanted to serve. 
They were absolutely wonderful about 
explaining the different types of teas to 
us, and how they should be prepared.

Distinctly Tea of Shakespeare is 
working with us to provide  samples of 
a different teas during the evening and 
may have some of their teas available 
for purchase throughout the evening. 
Items, such as jewellery from 3 Gems 
and Pampered Chef will also be on 
sale that evening and anyone wishing 
to set up a sales table can call Wendy 
at 519-656-2961. 

The community is involved, just like 
last year’s Dresses Thru The Decades 
show which was a huge success. We 
have asked members of the Wellesley 
Township Firemen to volunteer their 
tea pouring skills for the evening and 
our current Fair Ambassador, Justine 
Walker will be the MC. We will be ask-
ing former fair ambassadors and har-
vest queens to help with modelling and 

…Continued from page 24

Above: Summer Tea, donated by Su-
san Duke;   Below: Tea cup set and 
spoon, donated by the Pfeifer Gallery.

serving, as well as local youth who did 
a great job modelling for us last year. 
Melissa Lorbetski has again offered to 
do the makeup for our models. ❖

 Vendors will be on site with their wares for Sale 

Date: June 16, 2011 

Time: 7:00  p.m. 

Wellesley Community Centre 

Tickets available at Pfeifers Gallery and Village 
Flowers and Gifts $15.00 each or call Wendy 
Richardson 519-656-2961 or  

Theresa Bisch 519-656-2112.   Raffle tickets 
for sale for a Limited 
Edition, Signed, Royal 
Doulton Pretty Ladies Series,  

Afternoon Tea Figurine  

displayed at Pfeifers Gallery.   

Hats and High Tea 

We Invite you to wear a hat! 

Fashion Show  and  Traditional English  Delicacies  
Fundraiser for  the Wellesley Fall Fair 

LIMITED ADVANCE TICKETS 

ONLY 
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Retired Long-Term Employees Still Interested in Erb Group

They may be retired, but 49 former 
long-term employees and their 
spouses maintain regular contact 

with the Erb Group of Companies through 
May and August meetings. It is indicative 
of the tremendous allegiance they devel-
oped toward this transport giant through 
its developing years.

Known as the Erb Ex-Celis Group, 
they have met for 12 years to keep up to 
date on developments within the company 
and to share time and experiences with fel-
low retirees. ❖

Top Photo: (l-r) They have Wellesley in 
their blood: After the May meet, How-
ard Lebold, founder Vernon Erb and 
his wife Viola, Murray Schlueter and 
group co-chair, Wayne Leis take a mo-
ment for a photo.
Centre Photo: Members visit the Erb 
farm for a tour of Vernon’s vintage ve-
hicle collection. By Row (l-r): Front–
Sydney Sauder; Lucille Jantzi; Audrey 
Roth; Wayne J. Leis; Murray Schlueter; 
Vernon Schwartzentruber; Harold 
Zehr. Middle–Floyd Gerber; Wilber 
Frey; Howard Lebold; Murray Stewart; 
Vernon Erb; Paul Good.  Back–Rob-
ert Shantz; Nick Gerber; Clare Hergott; 
John Wagner; Carl Junker; and Elmer 
Sauder; 
Bottom right: After the ‘museum’ tour, 
Vernon personally ferries two trucks to 
Exeter as part of a public event there.
Bottom left: Some of the vintage vehi-
cles in Vernon’s collection.
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Wellesley Is… writer, Dave Banks, 
caught these images of Strat-
ford’s black swan. The close-up of 
the beak shows how startling this 
colour combination is.

Spotted on Queen’s Bush Rd. recently, this beautiful c. 1938 Cadillac La-
Salle was parked about mid-way between Pym’s Village Market and the 
post office. LaSalles were manufactured between 1927 and 1940, original-
ly as ‘companion’ cars to Cadillac, to fill a niche created as Cadillacs in-
creased in price. This unit appears to be in pristine condition.

Tulips are often signs that spring 
is here, but sometimes they are 
signs that Marg Runstedler is 
near. Marg and husband Ed, 
with the help of volunteers, 
make sure that the many flow-
ers about Wellesley Village are 
installed each spring. These tu-
lips were seen on the Runstedler 
property.

Things Are
Happening 

Here & There

Wellesley Idol contestent, Nikita 
Metzger of Wellesley is only 10, but 
she has a voice that takes one off 
guard. She seems to have the right 
attitude. She is one of 12 selected 
at the June 12 tryouts, to move on to 
the next level competion in August. 
Other successful contestents are: 
Ali Carroll, Beckie Duhamel, Regan 
Schneider, Amanda Morin, Andrea 
Smith, Ashley Jeffries, Sarah Ging-
erich, Amy-Anne Rola, Greg Rola, 
Gabe Guerra and Taylor Pfaff. 

http://www.crummersenglishgardennursery.com
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Zumba Love brought 40 women together March 31st at the Wellesley Commun-
ity Centre to raise money for Red Cross efforts in Japan following the earthquake 
and tsunami. Liliana Dominguez (left), from Absolute Fitness and Personal Train-
ing New Hamburg enthusiastically led the ladies in 90 minutes of high-energy 
Zumba. The Zumba ladies raised $582 to donate.

Splash Park Starts to Take Shape
Above: Wellesley Township employees 
Kim Beacom and Charlie Koebel hook 
up the catch basin that is installed be-
neath the splash park. 
Above right: The township then added 
and levelled the fill. (Photos by Will Mc-
Laughlin)

Right: Colourful above-ground pipes 
that feed the spray fittings have been 
attached to their various sources and 
await the concrete pad to be poured.

Township boundary signs now an-
nounce that Governor General David 
Johnston comes from Wellesley.

Things Are Happening Here…
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And Things Are
Happening 

There

Ian McRuer (left) of Wellesley and Ben  
Buchenauer of Mannheim do the final  
assembly of the half-pipe in the centre of the 
Wellesley skateboard park in the arena.

The sign above was seen dis-
played on the back of a vehicle 
carefully negotiating the round 
about at Erb St & Ira Needles Blvd. 
When asked, the driver explained 
that she has been struggling to fig-
ure out how the round about was 
supposed to work. ❖

—Rénée Gorrell Photo

Below left: Optimist President, Paula Tweedle, in blue and Kerry Schott were 
part of the team signing up drivers to test drive a Ford in a community fund 
raising program offered by Ford—test drive a Ford and they contribute $20—
up to $6,000—to the community for each test drive. Paula was pleased that 
the Optimists raised $2,700 from the test drives and almost $2,000 from the 
concurrent garage sale, BBQ and bake sale. Below right: (left side, front to 
back) Signing up for a test drive are: Bruce Cook, Kitchener, Ian McRuer & 
Doug Moser, of Wellesley. Managing the sign up (right side, front to back: Kim 
Poole, Karla Wilker, Jim Olender and Karen Heipel. Bottom left: Josephine 
Clements tests a Ford Edge. She was pleased that it could carry her daugh-
ter, CJ’s wheelchair. Bottom right: Wellesley residents Melanie Barnard, (13) 
left and Emma Seip, (12), were fund raising at the garage sale to go to the 
‘Free the Children’ leadership camp July 17-23. They need $900 each to go. ❖

Wellesley Optimist Fundraising Efforts Produce Desired Results 
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Story and Photos 
by Dave Banks

Manzhouli is a stones throw south of Russia, 
near where the borders of Mongolia (an inde-
pendent country), Inner Mongolia (a part of 

China) and Russia converge. It is at the same latitude as 
Chibougamau, Quebec.

Manzhouli means “Luxuriant Spring Water” in 
Mongolian. It is a new city, built to take some of the 
excess population away from China’s largest population 
centres. Workers are given incentives and decent jobs to 
move there. The largest employer is Ikea. Much of the 
wood used in their furniture comes from this region.

Many Chinese living there speak Russian to cater 
to the tourists who travel south across the border. Most 
signs are in Chinese & 
Russian. There is little 
evidence of English 
to be seen or heard. 
Popular products 
are fur coats, cheap 
designer clothing & 
electronics.

The archi-
tecture is quite 
unique within 
China because of 
the heavy Russian 
influence – pointed 
roofs like castles as 
well as colourful and ornate facades. The lovely blue 
‘church’ (see photo bottom left) in the photos, is actu-
ally an art gallery.

On the south side of the city, standing alone on 
the top of a small hill, is a large Gothic Cathedral 
which was built to act as nothing more than a wed-
ding location for Chinese couples who want a Western-
style wedding. 

Manzhouli Offers Unique Tourism Opportunity

Russian Dolls & Eggs Highlight of City Park

Dave Banks retired in 2002 after teach-
ing high school chemistry for 31 years. 

With his children grown and in their own 
careers, he began a six-month contract teach-
ing English in China in January 2005 then 
returned for four more short contracts from 
2006 to 2008. In February 2009 he returned 
for three months of travel and returned for 

the eighth time. April 2010, to get married. 
He has visited a variety of locations in 

China as well as Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, 
Thailand and Cambodia. 

 During these travels, he has e-mailed 
back innumerable stories and pictures of 
his adventures as he learned to find his way 
around China alone. 

With China making itself felt on the 
world’s economic stage, it seemed opportune 
to be able to share some of Dave’s stories. 
Dave, with his new wife, Jiang Liu (pro-
nounced jee-ong lee-you) Banks, arrived in 
Canada November 2010 and have settled in 
Stratford.

Continued on page 31…
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Unfortunately we didn’t ask our taxi 
driver to stop so we could get pho-
tos but it was impressive.

Despite an increasing short-
age of electricity in China, the city 
is beautifully lit at night providing 
spectacular shows of colour and 
motion on many buildings.

At Matryoshka Square, you will 
find the Russian 
matryoshka 
doll park. 
The main 
building 
is a giant 
doll, 30 
metres 
(100 feet) 
high, and 
is actually 
a restaurant. 
It is reputed to 
be the larg-
est doll in the 
world. Each 
larger doll is painted with images 
of Chinese, Russian and Mongolian 
girls. There are a total of 200 other 
dolls, each decorated with images of 
famous international figures.

The extra large dolls are stores 
where you can buy beautifully 
carved and painted Russian matry-
oshka doll sets which contain ten 
layers of dolls. The innermost is 
smaller than a pea, all for about 
CAD $10. 

There is no admission fee for 
the park. It was built by the city to 
attract tourism and is sustained by 
the sale of souvenirs in the on-site 
shops. ❖

…Continued from page 30

Right: Dave stands besides two 
dolls that have paintings of Samu-
el Clemens (Mark Twain) on the left 
and Walt Disney holding Mickey 
Mouse, on the right.

grocery store from Art Reiner & Co.
They purchased the store in October 

1969 and ran it for 18 years, until Janu-
ary 1987.

One of the former partners, Hilda 
Lotz, aunt of Wellesley’s Hilda Koch, 
had done the books for the store and 
offered to stay on, if the Hafemanns 
were interested. They were. She worked 
until age 85, when niece Hilda Koch 
suggested it might be time for her to 
retire. “Aunt Hilda, don’t you ever quit? 
These people will never fire you, you 
know.”

Laughing, Emily said “We 
wouldn’t have either. She was so good 
in her book keeping.”

After 10 years in business, they 
were visited by a Revenue Canada 
agent. He reviewed their books for hours 
then departed saying, “I’m done here. 
Carry on. I don’t have to come back 
here anymore.”

Hilda also took shorthand which 
was a great help with phone orders 
which Adolph used to deliver for free, as 
far away as Linwood.

Their store often functioned as a 
bank. In those days, banks used to open 
at 10 am and close at 3 pm. People got 
paid on Thursday or Friday and would 
get off work at 5 pm when banks were 
already closed. So the Hafemanns made 
sure that they had enough cash on hand 
to cash pay cheques.

One particular time, a man came 
in—they were Mennonite people—on 
Saturday and says, ‘We just got a call… 
We have to go to a funeral in the States.’ 
There was no machine banking then. 
‘We need some money. Can I have….’ 

“I don’t know what he said… say 
$200 for this story.” Adolph said, “Sure, 
here is your money, just make a note of 
it.” And then they were on their way to 
the States.

Sometimes, customers would write 
out a cheque to the Hafemanns and take 
money in exchange. They never ever 
lost any money helping people out.

People could also pay their phone 
bills at the store.

Their policy on grocery phone 
orders: Shop for it as if it was for your-
self. If there is a larger head of lettuce 
and a smaller one, pick the larger one. 
If there is a stalk of celery that is limp, 
give the customer a good fresh one.

Farmers, the Hafemanns found 
out, never had time to wait. They 
would phone in their order, then they 
would be in town, perhaps visiting one 
of the three implement dealers. The 
Hafemann’s staff would pack a box with 
the order and have it ready for when the 
farmer arrived. If there was a freezer 
pack, an attached note would alert them 
and it would be added at the time of 
pickup. The farmers seldom paid. Usu-
ally their wives did that. 

The Hafemanns worked almost 80 
hour weeks, going back to the store in 
the evenings after supper, when they 
could be more productive. There were 
seven of them working in the store, 
including part time staff.

Hilda Lotz “was wonderful and 
good with the young people,” they 
agreed. She did everything: pay the 
bills, sign the cheques, write corre-
spondence, take phone orders. Beth 
Schlueter took over when Hilda left.

Hafemanns …Continued from page 22

Continued on page 32…
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They felt that they had good rapport 
with other local businesses.

Adolph said they, “Never made a 
profit on selling, only… on buying,” often 
taking part in bulk purchases which were 
shared with other businesses.

Salesmen would offer them bulk 
deals in the spring when there would 
be lots of canning coming up. Profit in 
bulk purchases could jump from six 
percent to as high as 12 or even 15 per-
cent—very little profit margin on gro-
ceries. Bread, milk, butter and eggs are 
all loss leaders. “You barely break even 
on them.” Adolph adds.

Emily’s remembers one little boy 
(now married with two children) with 
“eyes like pies” arriving in the store and 
saying, “My mother wants a large pound 
of butter!”

Emily said, “Let’s go to the cooler 
and see which butter she likes.” He 

looked at the different packages and 
pointing says, “That one.” So she would 
write down how much it was and put the 
bill in the till. Some mothers would send 
money along, others would not. 

She said to the child, “You tell 
your mom, this is the largest pound of 
butter we have!” He was “so cute.” She 
smiles warmly.

In the end, they sold their store its 
current owner, John Pym.

the B&B Era Begins
The Firella Creek farm, that they 

purchased in 1989, was formerly a Men-
nonite farm with a two-family log home. 
Adolph used to deliver groceries there. 

It had been sold to a university pro-
fessor whose dreams for the property 
were dashed by a heart attack so their 
offer to purchase was accepted. That 
was the easy part.

Firella Creek, which flows through 
the farm, had been badly cared for and 

even had a Model A Ford dumped in it.
The original log structure was con-

demned by the health department. It 
was offered to the fire department to 
burn. It took a year to do the clean up. 
They donated two acres to the Menno-
nite Church at one corner of their prop-
erty, on Deborah Glaister Rd, leaving 
them 97 acres, 30 of which are timber 
covered. They added a pond and started 
their bed and breakfast.

The wooded area is a nice mix of 
coniferous and deciduous trees, with 
spring-fed Firella Creek—now in pris-
tine condition—flowing through it. A 
walking path follows the creek and at 
one point a bridge crosses over it.

Two life-size Inukshuk overlook their 
pond, a metal fire pit, a gazebo and a small 
dock where they feed the fish in the pond.

Their home has five bedrooms each 
with its own bathroom, making their 
rooms very attractive to guests, many of 
whom returned year after year.

Emily, who is an amazing cook, 
provided variety to guests during their 
stay, was aware of food allergies and the 
particular diet needs some guests had.

Adolph and Emily were consum-
mate hosts trying to ensure every guest 
was satisfied in their accommodations, 
diet and even their knowledge of Ontario, 
as required. They often used the Bluewa-
ter Visitor Guide, a tourist information 
magazine produced annually by their son 
Peter and his wife Ingrid.

Peter is a trained helicopter pilot 
turned publisher, when the helicopter 
market took a ‘nose dive.’ He purchased 
the rights to produce the visitor guide.

The Hafemanns’ daughter Linda 
[Stortz] is a partner in a wholesale business 
in Waterloo, distributing children’s toys.

In recent years, Adolph suffered a 
spinal aneurysm followed by six hours 
of surgery and a long recovery period. 
This has seriously altered his balance and 
made his chores very difficult. During 
their time in Wellesley, they have also 
contributed to the community through 
their participation—to the Apple Butter 
and Cheese Festival (Adolph), as Board 
of Trade members, Agricultural Society 
members for 27 years, the Mary Martha 
Society (Emily) and recently, members of 
the Horticultural Society.

At 81 and 74, Adolph and Emily 
have decided it’s time to step back and 
relax. They know they will miss their 
guests, but have invited them to visit. 
They also invite local residents to come 
and walk their woods and swim in their 
pond, but phone first.

They have truly earned their place 
in the sun. ❖
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Celebrate the 6th Annual 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

 
 

Aging with Honour, Dignity  
and Respect 

~ June 15, 2011 ~ 
 
 

A Caring Community Respects Elder Rights 
 

 

 
 

FREE Community Forum: 
 

Power of Attorney and Elder Law 
Ted Giesbrecht, B.A., LLB 
Fraud and Identity Theft 
Fraud Team, Waterloo Regional Police Services 
Theatrical Performance 
Harmony Interactive Theatre Troupe 
Elder Abuse Response Team 
Detective Mike Payne & Elizabeth Nieson, RN WWCCAC 

 

1:30 – 3:30 PM 
Wednesday, June 15, 2011 

Nithview Community Auditorium 
200 Boullee Street, New Hamburg 

Park in lot directly across from Nithview or on Boullee St 
Refreshments Provided 

 
Waterloo Region Committee on Elder Abuse Annual 

General Meeting to follow at 4:00 pm – All are Welcome 
 

 
For information on this event, call:  Should you need assistance with transportation 
Linda at 519-772- 8787 ext 210 or   to the event, call Community Care Concepts    
Karen at 519-662-2731 ext 201  before June 8: 519-669-3023 or 519-749-0784  
          
This event is brought to you by:
 

 
 

 
 Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Waterloo Region Committee 

On Elder Abuse 
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Story & Photo
by Owen Roszell

Volunteer Coordinator

Community Care Concepts 
of Woolwich, Wellesley 
and Wilmot honored our 

local volunteers with “An Evening 
At The Theatre”, May 13 at the 
Elmira Theatre, 76 Howard Ave., 
Elmira.  Mayors Ross Kelterborn 
and Les Armstrong attended 
and, along with Community Care 
Concepts Executive Director, 
Cathy Harrington, delivered greet-
ings and thanks to our volunteers.

Volunteers were treated to a 
performance of “The Sugar Bean 
Sisters”.  ❖

Left: Participating in the evening was 
(l-r): Wilmot mayor, Les Armstrong; 
Community Care Concepts executive 
director, Cathy Harrington; Elmira The-
atre Company member, Sandy Weiler; 
and Wellesley Township mayor, Ross 
Kelterborn.  

Three Townships 
Honour Volunteers

During Special Evening 
At Elmira Theatre

Red Hats had Fun 
With Flower  

Arranging Evening
The Wellesley Red Hats had fun ar-
ranging flowers under the tutelage of 
Wellesley resident Connie Kennair, (top 
right) who operates Art of the Bloom 
in Elora. One member enjoyed an ad 
hoc birthday celebration (right). Of 
course we have been extremely care-
ful to not mention any details. No Red 
Hat names were to be mentioned.
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Emma Shows
Some Pretty

Fancy Footwork

Six-year old Emma Szasz, of 
Wellesley Village, got a pair of 
roller skates at the Optimists 
Garage Sale, held at the arena. 
We caught her just as she was 
enthusiastically returning with 
her dad, Dave’s handy support.


